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December, 2002 


Editor, Theresa Graham 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


I am writing this shortly after returning from the Fall Meeting and Symposium in Columbia. 
About 60 people attended this meeting which was very ably hosted by members of the 
Mayfield-Gray Chapter. We saw several interesting birds on the field trips. The 
symposium talks were very interesting and covered a wide range of topics (see the 
abstracts on the web site). I hope other TOS members share my pleasure in the high 
quality of ornithological studies under way in Tennessee. 

Chris Sloan was officially installed as Treasurer during the Board of Directors meeting. 
On behalf of all TOS members, I thank David Trently for serving as Treasurer the last 
few years, and thank Chris for volunteering to take on this important position. 

The Board of Directors voted to establish a new Conservation Policy Committee. This 
committee will study environmental issues of importance to Tennessee birdlife, and 
develop policy recommendations. These recommendations must be approved by the 
Board of Directors (or, in an emergency, by the Executive Committee) in order to become 
official TOS policy. The committee will have six members, including the chairperson. I 
will be making these appointments very soon. This committee is, in many ways, a 
reincarnation of the TOS Conservation Committee that we had until a few years ago. 
The Conservation and Research Funding Committee will continue to operate as it has 
in recent years. There was also discussion during the Board meeting of whether the 
traditional practice of rotating the TOS presidency across the grand divisions is still 
desirable. The Board deferred any action on this topic to the Annual Meeting next May. 

I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming winter meeting. And, as always, I welcome 
your thoughts and opinions. 

Chuck Nicholson 
TOS President 
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TOS 2003 SPRING MEETINC 

May 2 - 4, 2003 


Hosted by the Knoxville Chapter 
at the 

Episcopal School of Knoxville 



The school is just off 1-40 at the Lovell Road exit (#374) in West Knox County. 

It has not been easy finding a place to have this meeting, as there are a lot of other events going on in 
Knoxville on that weekend, but we finally did it! Ideally, we would have liked to have the meeting in a 
conference room at a hotel where most of us will be staying, but that just wasn’t possible. We recommend 
that you book a room soon, as there are not many available in Knox County for that weekend ! 

We have rooms set aside at the following hotels. Please mention that you are with the Tennessee 
Ornithological Society. These hotels are less than a 5-minute drive from the school. 

Days Inn: (865)966-5801 

$44.95 + tax for double room, includes continental breakfast. 

Rooms being held until April 1 . 

Motel 6: (865) 675-7200 

$36.99 + tax for double room, includes coffee only. 

Rooms being held until April 15th. 

Some other area hotels that may still have rooms: 

Best Western (Lovell Rd) (865)675-7666 $54.99 

Microtel (N Peters Rd): (865) 531-8041 

Super 8 (Farragut): (865) 675-5566 $69.00 + tax 

Holiday Inn Express (Farragut): (865) 966-2500 $69.00 + tax 

All other details are still being worked out - look for a full announcement in the April issue of The Tennessee 
Warbler 
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Recent Actions of the TBRC 


Accepted Records: 

Stellula calliope, Calliope Hummingbird 

Observation: Bob Sargent banded a single second-year male bird at the home 
of Diane Whitman in Hamilton co., TN on 22 January 2001 . 

Documentation: photographs and written documentation. 

Vote: 6-0 

Status: 3rd state record 

Dendrocygna autumnalis, Black-bellied Whistling Duck 

Observation: Two birds observed by Melinda Welton on 5 May 2001 at Barkley WMA, Stewart co., TN. 
Documentation: written documentation 
Vote: 6-0 

Status: 4th state record 

Loxia leucoptera, White-winged Crossbill 

Observation: A single male bird observed at the residence of Maurice Edwards 
on 15 February 2000 in Hamilton co. TN 
Documentation: photographs and written documentation 
Vote: 6-0 

Status: Casual status on TN list 
Larus hyperboreus, Glaucous Gull 

Observation: A single first winter bird seen by Chris Sloan and Jay 
Desgrosellier on 26 February, 2001 at Britton Ford (Tennessee NWR) Henry co. TN 
Documentation: written documentation 
Vote: 6-0 

Status: Accidental status on TN list 
Buteo swainsoni, Swainson’s Hawk 

Observation: A single adult bird seen by Alan Wormington on 6 October 2000 in Dyer co., TN 
Documentation: written documentation 
Vote: 6-0 

Status: This record is the third written documentation for the species in the state, so it is taken off the 
Provisional section of the Official List of Tennessee Birds. 

Larus minutus, Little Gull 

Observation: A single adult bird seen by Chris Sloan and Jay Desgrosellier 
on Reelfoot Lake in Obion co., TN on 31 March 2001. 

Documentation: written documentation 
Vote: 6-0 

Status: second written documentation for the species in TN, so it remains on the Provisional section of the 
Official List of Tennessee Birds. 

Podiceps auritus, Eared Grebe 

Observation: A single bird seen on Center Hill Lake in DeKalb co., TN by 
Stephen Stedman on 22 November 2000. 

Documentation: written documentation 
Vote: 6-0 

Status: casual status on TN list TBRC continued on page 4 
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Continued from page 3 

Recent Actions of the TBRC 

Records Not Accepted 

Larus thayeri, Thayer’s Gull 

Observation: First winter bird seen at Pickwick Dam in Hardin co., TN on 3 
Feb. 2001 by Chris Sloan, Phillip Casteel, Frank Fekel, and Jeff Wilson. 
Documentation: written documentation 
Vote: 4-1 , 1 abstention 


— 

2003 WINTER MEETING IN CAMDEN/NEW 
JOHNSONVILLE AREA 

The 2003 Winter Meeting will be held in the Camden/New Johnsonville area. 
The meeting will probably be in early February; the exact date and the meeting 
site are not yet finalized. Field trips will be to the Duck River Unit of Tennessee 
National Wildlife Refuge and to the Pace Point/Britton Ford area. Details will 
be posted on the TOS web site and the TN-Bird listserve and mailed to chapter 
presidents as soon as they are finalized. 





j 


Kenn Kaufman & Choogie Kingfisher to Kick off 
11 th Annual Sandhill Crane & Cherokee Heritage Weekend 

The 1 1 th Annual Sandhill Crane and Cherokee Heritage Weekend will be held February 7-9, 2003. The event has 
become so popular that it has been extended an extra day. In 2003, the event will begin with a kick off fundraiser 
on Friday evening, February 7, at the Chattanooga Choo-Choo. The Friday night kick off will feature Kenn Kaufman, 
world-renowned author, illustrator, and bird expert. Kaufman will be joined by Choogie Kingfisher, Kituwah-Cherokee 
storyteller from the Cherokee Nation in Oklahoma. Kingfisher has received widespread recognition as a storyteller 
of traditional Cherokee myths and legends. Proceeds from the kick-off will benefit bird conservation and habitat 
protection along the Hiwassee/Tennessee River corridor and the Cherokee Memorial being developed on the 
Hiwassee Refuge. 

The main events for the weekend will take place on Saturday at the Birchwood School, Birchwood, Tennessee. 
Exhibits featuring traditional arts and crafts of the Cherokee will be on display and a variety of guest speakers will 
be present discussing the unique wildlife and cultural heritage of the area. A special program will be available for 
children, led by Alicia Craig, noted children’s education specialist and Senior Manager of Nature Education for Wild 
Birds Unlimited, Inc. A variety of activities will also be available for adults, including guided bird watching hikes, 
wildlife viewing of Sandhill Cranes and Bald Eagles. The event is sponsored by the Chattanooga Chapter of the 
Tennessee Ornithological Society and the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency. For more information or to sign 
up for the children’s or adult activities please check the TWRA or TOS websites www.tnwildlife.org and 
www.tnbirds.org as the event draws nearer 
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Golden-winged Warbler Distribution and Habitat Associations in Tennessee 

Melinda Welton , Coordinator 


Summary of Findings 

The Golden-winged Warbler is one of the most rapidly declining species of warbler in the eastern United States. 
The primary objectives of the recently completed Tennessee Golden-winged Warbler Atlas Project were to identify 
important populations of Golden-winged Warbler in the state, determine the range of acceptable breeding habitats, 
delineate key sites for acquisition, protection or management, and map the extent and frequency of hybridization 
between Golden-winged and Blue-winged Warblers. 

A total of 62 Golden-winged Warbler sites were found during this project in two physiographic provinces. There 
were 11 sites in the Southern Blue Ridge and 51 sites on the Cumberland Plateau. Statewide, the most frequently 
used habitat type was the older narrow abandoned strip mines of the Plateau. Of the 203 individual Golden-wings 
located during the project, 141 were found in this type of habitat. Clear-cuts and pine plantations were rarely used. 
Hybrids were found in both physiographic provinces but surprisingly, no Blue-winged Warblers were detected in 
the Southern Blue Ridge. 

While only 26% of the Golden-wings found during this project occurred in the Southern Blue Ridge, the fact that no 
Blue-wings were detected and the largest single population of Golden-wings was found there indicates that this 
would be a good region to create and maintain early successional habitat for this bird. The abundance of strip mine 
habitat on the Cumberland Plateau suggests that management of this existing habitat could provide for a sustainable 
population of Golden-winged Warblers. 

Partial funding for this project was provided by the Tennessee Ornithological Society Conservation and Research 
Grant. Field assistants were Allan Trently, Nell Moore, Jan Shaw, Kevin Calhoon and Joe McGuiness 


TOS CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH GRANT 

Cerulean Warbler Distribution and Habitat Requirements in Tennessee 
Melinda Welton $2,000 

Cerulean Warblers are the most rapidly declining species of warbler in the eastern United States. A Cerulean 
Warbler Atlas Project was conducted in Tennessee from 1997 to 2001 but portions of the state were inadequately 
covered. This study will fill in these gaps in information on breeding distribution and habitat associations by conducting 
surveys in portions of the Mississippi Alluvial Valley, East Gulf Coastal Plain and Western Highland Rim of the 
Interior Low Plateaus during the 2003 breeding season. This data will be added to that previously gathered to 
identify important breeding areas in the state and initiate protection and management at these sites. 


KATHERINE A. GOODPASTURE MEMORIAL GRANT 

Educational Materials to Hunters and the General Public for Identification of Protected Species 
Nongame Wildlife Program of the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency $400 

The need for additional educational materials became apparent when in 2002, the first live Trumpeter Swans seen 
in Tennessee in over 1 00 years were mistakenly shot by hunters. Accidental shooting by legal hunters is a leading 
cause of mortality for Trumpeter Swan recovery in the eastern United States. An educational campaign in Tennessee 
will put sportsmen on the lookout for Trumpeter Swans and help prevent future accidental shootings. Materials will 
include a special 2-page insert in the Tennessee waterfowl hunting guide and a black-and-white poster that can be 
posted in hunting license retail stores, deer check stations, and other areas frequented by hunters. 
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CHAPTER NEWS 


It will probably be a long time before the 
GREENEVILLE CHAPTER has bigger news to report 
than the Roseate Spoonbill that appeared at Kinser 
Park in Greene County on Oct. 7. Birders from around 
the region and state sought and found the bird at 
Kinser through Oct. 15, and it was seen for a few 
days after that on Douglas Lake. The occurrence of 
this species is believed to be the first for east 
Tennessee. 

The spoonbill excitement overshadowed a number of 
other good observations in the county this fall, including 
the following: Red-shouldered Hawk (immature on 
Aug. 31), Peregrine Falcon (Oct. 4), Barn Owl (Oct. 
23 at a site where it had not been previously reported), 
Least Flycatcher (Sep. 14), Sora (Sep. 28-29), 
Philadelphia Vireo (2 on Oct. 6), Sedge Wren (Oct. 
26), Gray-cheeked Thrush (2 on Sep. 29), 
Connecticut Warbler (Sep. 29), and Bobolink (500+ 
on Sep. 30, lower numbers for a few days following). 


Greeneville’s Christmas Bird Count is slated for 
Saturday, Dec. 28. Anyone interested in participating 
may contact chapter President, Don Miller 
( raincrow@xtn.net , 423-639-4100) or Vice-president, 
Jim Holt (jholt@xtn.net , 423-639-0525). 

Don Miller 


NASHVILLE CHAPTER - All good things must come 
to an end it seems. Chris Sloan has regrettably stated 
that he no longer has time to attend to the Birdline. 
Since nobody else has volunteered to take over, and 
it is very seldom used anyway, it has now officially 
ended. NTOS would like to thank Chris for his many 
years of fine service, a duty which is very time 
consuming and ever present. Michael Bierly started 
the Birdline many, many years ago. It has also been 
tended to by Joe McLaughlin, Hazel Cassel and Jan 
Shaw, and Joe Stone. Thank you to all, and if there 
are others, thank you also. The Wood Thrush Shop 
has sponsored the Birdline for a long time, so to John 
and Andrew we give another sincere thank you. 


Bird sightings are now being shared on tn-bird, which 
anyone can subscribe to for free by sending an email 
message to tn-bird-request@freelists.org with 
“subscribe” in the Subject field. You will receive a 
WELCOME message, and once you’re a member 
you can send a message to all subscribers by sending 
your message to: tn-bird@freelists.org . Also, online, 
searchable archives of tn-bird are available at http:// 
www.freelists.org/archives/tn-bird . 

NTOS held its Fall Count on Oct. 5, and recorded 
127 species. The most unusual was a flock of 31 
White Pelicans seen flying high overhead in a V 
formation over Mary Zimmerman’s house near Shelby 
Bottoms. Other birds of interest included 2 early 
Hooded Mergansers, 1 late Least Flycatcher, 1 Blue- 
gray Gnatcatcher, all the woodpeckers including 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet, all 
the expected vireos, 23 warbler species including 1 
Connecticut, 2 Canada and one late Louisiana 
Waterthrush, large numbers of Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks on a few routes, and 4 Lincoln’s, 1 Swamp, 
1 White-throated, and 1 Lark Sparrow. Only 3 
shorebird species were found, Killdeer, Pectoral 
Sandpiper, and Solitary Sandpiper. 

A couple from the Green Hills area of Nashville hosted 
a beautiful male Rufous Hummingbird fora few weeks 
in September. Chris Sloan was able to capture and 
band it. 

Gary Casey is our new Field Trip chairman, taking 
over for Jay Desgrosellier while he works on his 
doctoral thesis. 


In Memoriam 

Long time NTOS member, Dick Newton, passed 
away on September 7, 2002, at the age of 81 . Dick 
was a very active member, taking part in field trips, 
NTOS meetings, state meetings, and acting as a state 
director. He and his wife, Grace, also served as 
editors of The Newshawk , the NTOS newsletter, for 
several years. Birding was a passion for Dick, along 
with his many other interests. He will be missed by 
many. 
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CHAPTER NEWS 


THE CHATTANOOGA CHAPTER has been very 
fortunate to have some really good birds turn up in 
and around the area. Daniel Jacobson reported a 
Sooty Tern at Nickajack Dam. Janice Chadwell and 
Libby Wolfe found two Clay-colored Sparrows at 
Standefer Gap marsh. This marsh has proven to be 
a great place for rails. Several species of rails have 
been reported from this location this year including 
Yellow, Black, Virginia and Sora. The Marsh is located 
on Standefer Gap Rd. between Shallowford Rd. and 
Lee Hwy. in Chattanooga. 

Chattanooga was the stopping point for the Whooping 
Cranes Over Tennessee (WCOT) Walk-a-thon. A big 
thanks goes out to all those who helped in this 
endeavor to educate the general public about these 
fascinating birds. 

Plans are being made for another crane event similar 
to the Whooping Crane Celebration held in October 
2001. Kenn Kaufmann is scheduled to speak at the 
event to be held February 7, 2003 at the Chattanooga 
Choo Choo. Stay tuned to TNBirds for details. 

Bonnie Johnson 


The JOHN SELLARS TOS LEBANON CHAPTER 

had a good Fall Bird Count in October and has planned 
a Christmas Count. A couple of members are 
planning a January trip to bird in Texas while another 
two hope to go birding in Nebraska during Spring. 
Discussion last meeting in the shelter at Cedars of 
Lebanon State Park involved regular sightings of a 
shrike in a certain location by Jerri & Dean Walker, 
the last date on seeing hummers, and latest sightings 
of various birds by the Berrys. One new member, 
Ralph Brinkhurst, has around 98 species for a yard 
list in Wilson County. We had a guest (soon to be 
member!) also join us. 

Melissa Turrentine 


FALL COUNT RESULTS DUE 

If anybody has any data from any fall count (NAMC 
on Sept. 21st, or traditional), please send it to me 
as soon as possible so I can compile it into the 
report. The data can be sent to me at: Ron Hoff, 
282 Hackworth Lane, Clinton, TN 37716 or by email 
dollyron@icx.net . I can also be reached at (865) 
435-4547. 

Thanks for your help. 

JRon Hoff, State TOS Count Compiler 

Former Nashville Bird Counter 
Is Now Bird Carver 

Some of our Nashville TOS members might know or 
remember Randal Martin. He participated in Nashville 
bird counts back in the 70’s. He 
and his wife, Zan, now own an 
ad agency, Martin & Company 
Advertising. But Randal is an 
artist and for the past two years, 
his real passion has been for 
carving birds. Just recently he 
and his carvings were spotlighted 
on Tennessee Crossroads. His 
work has been displayed in 
shows throughout the country. 
His ads are featured in Birder’s 
World and Wildlife Art. In the past 2 years he has had 
nearly 20 commissions for decorative duck decoys, 
songbirds and birds of prey, one for Billy Ray Cyrus, 
and several forTNN Outdoors. 


When I visited his website and took 
a peek at his workmanship, I was 
truly impressed. Randal Martin’s 
love forwildlife is reflected in his art. 
His carvings capture the true 
likeness and beauty of songbirds 
and waterfowl. I invite you to take a 
look. I believe you will agree with me, 
this artist has a passion for wildlife 
and his wood carvings exemplify his 
love for birds. 




Randal contacted me several months ago to ask if I 
would write a story in The Tennessee Warbler that 
would help him get the word out to the TOS 
membership about his carvings. He also asked me 
to take a look at his website, 
www.wood-feathers.com and share 


it with TOS members. 
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Proposal For Building New Observation Decks at Big Sandy Peninsula 


Attached is a proposal for Flex Funding which requires a partner to match. I am looking to find another $5,000 out 
there somewhere to make it a more 1 : 1 match. I am asking help from TOS, or any individual that you think might 
like to see this happen on the refuge. Thanks for your help. 

Joan Stevens 

Refuge Ranger 

Tennessee Natl. Wildl. Refuge 

Joan_Stevens@fws.gov 

http://tennesseerefuge.fws.g ov 


Project Description: A small observation deck was constructed in one location of the refuge. It has been extremely 
successful with the public, so successful that several birders have approached us suggesting several more 
observation decks in other areas of the refuge where unique birds are often sighted. Both sites would be at the Big 
Sandy Peninsula near Pace Point. One would be behind the old red brick building overlooking two impoundments. 
The other would be at an area where migratory loons can be readily seen in the winter. The local chamber of 
commerce applauds this idea and will help buy supplies or build the parking lots. 

Project Objectives: 

1. To enhance access to outdoor opportunities and improve their quality by providing wildlife observation at 
key birding and wildlife viewing areas. 

Target Audience: bird watchers; wildlife observers; touring visitors and environmental education and interpre- 


Region 4 Fee Program 

Project Proposal Form 


Station: Tennessee NWR 

Location: 3006 Dinkins Lane, Paris 
Project Title: Observation Decks 


Organization Code: 42620 
Station Ranking: 3 

Amount Requested: $13,000 


tation groups 


Projected Number of Visitors Served/Impacted: 50,000 annually 


Projected Cost (s): 


FWS Share: Supplies and Engineer plans for deck: 
Interpretive signs: 


$8,000 

$3.000 


Total FWS share 


$11,000 


Partner Share: Big Sandy Chamber of Commerce: 


Build Parking Lot 


$2,000 


Total partners share 


$2,000 


Primary Contact: Name: Joan Stevens 


Title: Refuge Ranger 

Phone#: 731-642-2091 x17 
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JUgJrlends 

I have seen the eagle soar 
and the chough plag In the wind. 

The herons stalk the edge 
and the night hawk screams. 

The nuthatch and the creeper 
know upjrom down it seems. 

The bobwhlte and the great homed owl 
call when the light is aim. 

The wren slngsjrom mg undergrowth 
where the townee lurks. 

indigo and scarlet, gold and blue 
color mg world. 

The kllldeerjrets in the parking lot 
but the peeps chase the tide, 
to andjrc \ to andjro. 

In wild places, boobies block the trail 
harpies glare and snowg owls stand sentinel. 

The todg and the humming birds 
bejewel thejvrest 

but thejuncos and the purplejinch 
are mgjrlends, with me through 
the greg-clad winter dags, 
reliable and constant. 


Ralph Brmhliurst (Lebanon chapter) 
JWgp 12, L9DC 




\ 

FEBRUARY 28TH DEADLINE 

The deadline date for the April issue of The 
Tennessee Warbler is February 28. Please 
submit all articles, announcements, reports and 
items of interest by this deadline date. 

Submit Material To: 

Theresa Graham, Editor 
PO Box 366, Oakland TN 38060 
(901) 465-4263 (home) 
(901)748-9324 (fax) 
e-mail: 2graham@bellsouth.net 

J 



